
 
  

 

The Riffle Review 

Riffle.  N.  A reach of stream that is characterized 
by shallow, fast-moving water broken by the 
presence of rocks and boulders. 
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" The mission of the Red River Watershed Association is to enhance and protect the quality and quantity 
of water in the creeks and streams of our area through activities that educate, promote community 

cooperation, and encourage responsible stewardship."  
 A Fun Day Had By All on the Red!  



On Saturday, July 8th, RRWA friends and 
members celebrated a successful 5th Annual 
Canoe Trip on the Red.  Thirty two 
participants (from novice canoeists to 
experts and everyone in-between) canoed a 
stretch of the Red River upstream of Adams 
and took out at the Red River Valley Park of 
Tennessee (RRVP).  The conditions were 
perfect!  The weather was sunny and warm 
and the rainfall earlier in the week made for 
a fairly effortless float that took 
approximately 3 hrs. 

 

 

Following the float, attendees enjoyed a delicious barbeque lunch and down
by the RRVP’s own Heathcock brothers.   



    
Wildlife enthusiasts in the group observed a 
variety of local birds, including kingfishers, 

map turtles, water snakes, and summer 
wildflowers along the river banks.    

  

Thanks to the RRVP and everyone who joined in.

  
 

Putting TSMP Funds To Work 
in the Red River Watershed  

  
 The RRWA is working in partnership with the Tennessee Stream Mitigation Fund 
(TSMP) to put stream mitigation dollars to work in the Red River Watershed.  The 
Tennessee Stream Mitigation Program (TSMP) was created to offset adverse 
physical impacts associated with both state and federal water quality permits. 
The goal of the TSMP is to both improve water quality and riparian habitat in and 
along Tennessee ’s degraded aquatic resources.   
  
Currently, the RRWA and the TSMP are working with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Soil Conservation District in Sumner 
County to identify potential projects along headwaters streams.  The TSMP has 
considerable funding available for project work to be completed in the Red River 
Watershed.  Stream restoration, bank stabilization, riparian restoration and 
livestock exclusion along small, impaired streams (preferably those listed on the 
Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation’s 303(d) List as suffering 
from specific pollutants or contaminants) are a few examples of the types of 
mitigation opportunities that the TSMP is looking for in the Red River Watershed.   
  
With permission and cooperation from participating landowners, the TSMP 
designs and implements mitigation projects that benefit both the stream and the 



landowner. All TSMP projects are constructed at no cost to the landowner. 
 To learn more about the TSMP please visit www.tsmp.us.  If you are interested 
in finding out whether or not a project on your land may qualify for assistance 
under this program, please contact Chris Roberts, TSMP Middle Tennessee 
Project Manager, at 615-831-9311 
  

 
RRWA and Land Trust for Tennessee Continue 
Conservation Efforts  

  
The RRWA and The Land Trust for Tennessee continue to work together to 
protect the corridor of the Red River.  The Land Trust works with private 
landowners and watershed groups, like the RRWA, throughout Tennessee to 
help preserve and enhance water quality throughout the state.  They have 
already assisted landowners along the Harpeth,  Duck and Cumberland Rivers to 
conserve their farm land, thereby not only helping to protect critical streams and 
waterways, but also natural and historic sites for generations to come!   These 
protections, however, are not limited to lands around large rivers.  Conservation 
of small streams and headwaters is of extreme importance, as these waters filter 
and feed water to the larger system and provide habitat and food sources for 
wildlife that may not be found in the main stem of the river.  The Land Trust is 
currently working with landowners in Sumner, Robertson and 
Montgomery Counties to raise awareness of land conservation practices and 
opportunities in this area.   
  
The Land Trust for Tennessee helps landowners accomplish their conservation 
goals primarily with the use of conservation easements, a tool which places 
permanent restrictions on the property to protect certain conservation values. 
Also, just recently, Congress passed legislation which increases the potential tax 
incentives for landowners who place permanent conservation restrictions on their 
land.  For more information on land conservation practices and protecting water 
quality, or to learn more about how you can conserve scenic, natural or historic 
values of your land, please visit www.landtrusttn.org or contact Eileen Hennessy 
, Director of Land Protection for The Land Trust, at 615-244- LAND (5263).      
  

 
RRWA Seeks to Launch RiverSmart Campaign in 
2007 
  
Encouraging responsible stewardship through education is the main thrust of the 
RRWA’s mission.  As part of our educational focus, the RRWA seeks to launch a 
local RiverSmart campaign in 2007.   
  



RiverSmart is a national public awareness and education campaign 
(a project of River Network and presented by sponsor Swiss Re) supported by 
local watershed groups nationwide that addresses water quality issues and 
educates audiences to take individual action.  The RRWA hopes to accomplish 
this goal through a series of television, radio and print advertisements (fliers, 
placemats, posters, newspaper ads, and more) released throughout the 
watershed.   
   
“Americans care about these issues and stand 

ready to act. But they don’t know where to 
begin. Although Americans routinely identify 
clean and safe water as a top environmental 
and health priority, many do not realize that 

their daily activities have a substantial impact 
on water quality. The lack of understanding 
about the major causes of water pollution – 
particularly the role of individuals and small 
businesses – stands as an impediment to 
community-based action and clean water.“  

  

  
– excerpted from River Network’s 
RiverSmart Toolkit 

The RRWA will need to raise funds in order to implement this exciting 
educational program.  We ask that local media and businesses please consider 
joining the campaign as a local media sponsor and contributing in-kind ad space 
to the campaign.  As a sponsor, you will receive local recognition for supporting 
clean water efforts.  To contribute to the RRWA’s 2007 RiverSmart Campaign, 
please contact Lindsay Bland at 615-696-2526.  
     

 
RRWA To Co-Host Public Meetings With TDEC 

  
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s Division of 
Water Pollution Control has been awarded an Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) grant to complete a karst groundwater basin mapping demonstration 
project in five karst subwatersheds of the Red River.  The activities in this project 
will delineate five karst subwatersheds in the Kentucky and Tennessee portions 
of the Red River Watershed in order to identify sources of impairment to surface 
streams.  As part of this work, TDEC will sub-contract with the RRWA to organize 
and co-host three meetings.  The first of these meetings, to be held in November 
(the exact date, time and location to be announced) will be open to the public and 
will provide background information on the project and its goals.  We encourage 
anyone who is interested in learning more about this groundbreaking project to 
attend.  For more information about the November meeting, please contact 
Lindsay Bland at 615-696-2526.      

  



 F.Y.E. (For Your 
Environment!) 
  
The Red River is one of our area©s 
greatest resources and attractions.  We 
must all remember that DIRT is the 
number one pollutant.  During this 
year©s float we identified a number of 
places where the river is currently 
suffering from misuse. What we saw 
includes bulldozing right down into the 
water and allowing cattle to churn up 
and eliminate their waste directly in the 
river.  We must all strive to manage our 
resource using the best practices 
available.  Please contact the RRWA to 
learn how to employ Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) on YOUR property!  
We ALL have a part to play in 
protecting the Red River! 

  
Bulldozing for access without 

properly guarding against erosion is 
NOT a BMP. 

  

     

Calendar  

  
September 19th – RRWA Board Meeting, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Robertson County 
Senior Center, 601 S. Locust Street, Springfield, TN  37172.  This meeting is by 
invitation only and will feature a presentation by Tennessee Stream Mitigation 
Program Project Manager, Chris Roberts.  Please contact Lindsay Bland if you 
are interested in attending at 615-696-2526, or by email at 
lindsay@redriverwatershed.org. 
  
November – RRWA Co-hosts public meeting with TDEC on karst mapping 
project. Date, time and location to be announced. 
  
November/December – The RRWA conducts its Annual Membership and Fund 
Drive.       
  
January 2007 – The RRWA’s Annual Meeting.  Date, time, location and guest 
speaker to be announced.   
   

 
   



 
  

RRWA's 2006 Organizational Brochure 

  
This educational piece includes background information on the watershed, as 
well as information on the RRWA, our programs and projects.  It also provides 

color photos of select streams, volunteers, and natural features, such as 
sinkholes and signs of degradation, as well as inspirational river quotes.  A copy 

of the brochure is available upon request or can be downloaded HERE! 
  

 
To learn More about the Red River Watershed Association please join us at our Website, 
or drop us an email!  

Please share this newsletter with your friends!  
 


